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 For the most up to date information on COVID-19, please visit: www.cdc.gov/COVID19

Storage and Stability 

• Store the test kit as packaged between 1 ~ 30°C.
• The test device must remain in the sealed pouch until use.
• Do not freeze any contents of the kit.
• For information about current expiration dates for at-home OTC COVID-19 diagnostic

tests, visit http://www.fda.gov/covid-tests.

Disposal 

Dispose of all used test kit components and patient samples in household trash. 

Specimen Collection and Handling 

Acceptable specimen type for testing with the CareStart™ COVID-19 Antigen is a direct anterior 
nasal (nares) swab specimen. It is essential that correct specimen collection and preparation 
methods be followed. Inadequate specimen collection, improper specimen handling and/or 
transport may yield false results. Process the test swab sample immediately after collection 
(specimens are stable up to 4 hours in extraction buffer). Refer to the CDC Interim Guidelines 
for Collecting, Handling, and Testing Clinical Specimens from Persons for Coronavirus Disease 
2019 (COVID-19) 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html 

Instructions for Running the Test 

IMPORTANT: Do not open kit components until instructions to do so. Follow the in-app self-
paced, step-by-step instructions or paper instructions printed on the QRI as below. 

http://www.cdc.gov/COVID19
http://www.fda.gov/covid-tests
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-nCoV/lab/guidelines-clinical-specimens.html
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